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quate and superficial. The biliteral theory of the J>"? and fjj verbs 
is accepted, but, nevertheless, they are treated in the traditional way 
as triliterals. The following corrections may be noted : TtB3S!"I 
(p. 33); in the glossary, U)i3K (and p. 11, 1. 2), *Q$, D'btl, 0*SrtQ , 
bbs. — John M. P. Smith. 

Messages of the Old Testament: Genesis to Chronicles and Joel. 
By George H. C. MacGregor. (London : Hodder & Stoughton, 1901 ; 
pp. xii+ 178; 3s. 6d.) Does a person wish a volume of homilies on 
the historical books of the Old Testament ? Here are twelve homilies 
on the historical books and one on the book of Joel. The author 
customarily begins by presenting the general literary significance of a 
book, and then with a few distinct strokes he gives the larger teaching of 
the book which he calls its " message." In Genesis he calls attention to 
the composite character of the book and then expounds its messages : 
" Genesis emphasizes the divine sovereignty and supremacy ;" " Genesis 
emphasizes the divine grace and love;'" "Genesis emphasizes the divine 
holiness." In the homily on Chronicles he makes clear the difference 
in aim and method from the books of Samuel and Kings, affirms the 
historical value of Chronicles, and draws his lesson from the spirit of 
the chronicler, saying : " The book of Chronicles is occupied from 
beginning to end with magnifying God, and giving him his right place 
in Israel." The author sees messages of a typical sort ; for instance, 
the third message of the book of Ruth is " that redemption is achieved 
by and only by a Kinsman- Redeemer." It is evident that the spiritual 
teaching of the books far outweighs other consideration, as after noting 
the possible dates of the book of Joel, giving reasons for various 
opinions, and expressing the opinion that a late date is the true one, 
he dismisses the subject as of minor importance and proceeds to give 
the religious message of the books. This volume is worthy of study of 
the method of simple and clear exposition. It would be of service to 
a preacher in mastering the method which will interest people in the 
Bible and lead them to study it. — F. B. Denio. 

Die Geschichtlichkeit des Sinaibundes untersucht. Von Friedrich 
Giesebrecht. (Konigsberg : Thomas & Oppermann, 1900; pp. 65; 
M. 1.20.) This is a fruitful discussion of a vital problem in Hebrew 
religion. Is the covenant at Sinai history, or the product of the devout 
imagination of later Hebrew prophecy ? The answer to the question 
leads this learned scholar through some of the most important fields 
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of Old Testament theology. A leading school of critics who deny the 
covenant a historical character because it reveals the handiwork of 
prophecy finds itself unable to account for the monotheism of Amos. 
But Giesebrecht argues for a pre-prophetic monotheistic inclination, 
seen for example in Elijah ; this demands in its turn a preparation 
most reasonably found in the work of Moses. In the Mosaic work 
appears the fundamental differentiation of Hebrew religion from other 
Semitic faiths — a differentiation best explained by the Sinaitic cove- 
nant. Moreover, careful analysis of the documentary evidence reveals 
nothing in the way of the historicity of the fact on which the narratives 
of the occurrences at Sinai are based. Thus the argument is twofold. 
A variety of special investigations and of penetrating observations 
makes this pamphlet a most instructive contribution to Old Testament 
study. — Der Gottesglaube im alten Israel und die religionsgeschichtliche 
Kritik. Ein Vortrag von J. W. Rothstein. (Halle: C. E. Miiller, 
1900; pp.49; M. 1.20.) Rothstein's pamphlet follows the same line 
of argument as that of Giesebrecht, with a somewhat wider sweep and 
a more dogmatic utterance. To him the spirit of the newer criticism is 
pantheistic and materialistic. It shuts out a personal God and hence 
stands at the antipodes of the biblical view of history. The main 
contentions of the paper are that the religion of old Israel (z. e. pre- 
prophetic Israel) is not only to be found in the popular worship, a 
semi-heathenish nationalistic cult, but also is represented in a line of 
higher thinkers by a kind of esoteric doctrine of true supernaturalism. 
In proof of this he, like Giesebrecht, begins with Amos and follows back 
step by step through the Jahwist, through 2 Sam., chaps. 9-20, etc., to 
Moses, and from him back to the patriarchal period. With much that 
is valid, stimulating, and worthy of consideration is mingled not a 
little that is open to serious question. The discussion, however, is one 
that must be reckoned with and shows that a mediating school of criti- 
cism in Germany is making itself heard over against the hitherto pre- 
vailing school represented by Wellhausen and his followers. — Les 
espirances messianiques d' Israel. Ill Esaie et les prophetes de 
son e"poque. Par J. Gindraux. (Lausanne: Bridel & C ie , 1901 ; 
pp. 239; fr. 3.) M. Gindraux's earlier volumes treated the messianic 
hopes of the early period and of the poets and former prophets. A 
willingness to allow that, possibly, the work of modern " criticism " may 
have something of permanent value appears in his discussion, but his 
exposition shows no traces of its influence upon him. He recognizes, 
indeed, the demand that the prophet's word be interpreted in the light 
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of his own times ; yet the attempts to combine this principle with the 
firm conviction that the prophet has in mind the Messiah Jesus of the 
New Testament, produce a strange and incongruous result. The mes- 
sianic passages of the Old Testament may be legitimately interpreted 
on either basis, but not on both at the same time. The author's 
"critical" position finds in Isaiah of Jerusalem the author of all the 
prophecies of the book of Isaiah. Hence prophecy is primarily pre- 
diction. — Semitische Kriegsaltertumer. Von Dr. Friedrich Schwally. 
Erstes Heft : "Der heilige Krieg im alten Israel." (Leipzig : Dieterich, 
1 901 ; pp. viii + m; M. 3.) Schwally has made an interesting and 
important contribution to Hebrew archaeology and religion in this 
monograph. Starting from the perfectly legitimate position that war 
in Israel was a matter of religion, he has studied all the Old Testament 
military data from this point of view. The investigation has led him 
over a very wide field and brought out some exceedingly fresh inter- 
pretations of the biblical material. There is scarcely a vital element of 
Hebrew religion and social life that is not at least touched upon. 
Yahweh, the priest, the prophet, the Nazirite, the Rechabite, the ark, 
magic and ritual, the ban, the curse, marriage, fasting, music — these 
and other subjects come within the circle of his discussion. Ethno- 
logical parallels from the primitive customs of all peoples are effect- 
ively employed for illustration and comparison. Now and then the 
German infallible insight into the meaning of an institution or the 
interpretation of a passage is substituted for valid argument, and 
therefore the book must be read with discrimination. The discussion, 
besides being of real value in itself, suggests that many other subjects 
of Hebrew archaeology might receive a similar thorough handling 
with great advantage. — G. S. Goodspeed. 

Joshua and the Land of Promise, by F. B. Meyer (London : 
Morgan & Scott; pp. 188; 2s. 6d.), is a sermonic treatment of the 
book of Joshua. There are great moral principles underlying the his- 
torical books, which stimulate students of the Old Testament. Such 
discussions as bring out those basal facts are always helpful, and they 
appeal to the most thoughtful. Such spiritualizing, however, as we 
find in this volume might easily prove, in the hands of a less skilful 
writer, a dangerous rejuvenation of the pernicious allegorical methods 
of Origen. Too great care cannot be exercised in using the historical, 
not as typical, but as illustrative only, of gospel truth. — Der besondere 
Wert des Alten Testamentes fur den Arbeiter im Reiche Gottes der Gegen- 



